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Operation School Bell has provided school clothing and supplies to underserved children for more 
than 30 years. Poverty dampens hopes, ambitions, dreams and aspirations. Operation School 
Bell addresses a basic community need by supplying the proper school clothing to socially and 
economically challenged students to help them break down a barrier to academic achievement. 
Since its inception in 1984, the program has clothed over 48,000 elementary school children 

attending IPS and the MSD of Lawrence, Pike, 
Warren, and Washington. 
 
Recent statistics of the number of people living at 
the poverty level in the Indianapolis metro area 
reflect that the need has never been greater. Each 
child will receive a complete school wardrobe that 
includes a winter coat, hat and glove set, two sets 
of uniform bottoms, three shirts, six-pack each of 
socks and underwear, hygiene and school 
supplies, and books. In addition, all will receive a 
new duffel bag to hold their new possessions.  The 
retail value of the new clothing and supplies that 
each child receives is estimated at $200. 
 
Children are transported to the Service Center of 
Indianapolis Public Schools (SCIPS) building, the 
location of the Operation School Bell® shop. Once 

there, a personal shopper, a member volunteer of Assistance League, meets each child and 
escorts him or her to select the new belongings. Social workers and teachers have reported that 
the new school clothing helps a child’s attitude and they are often more focused on schoolwork. 
 
The 2014-2015 budget for the Operation School Bell Program is $304,000 including supplies and 
administrative expenses. 

Operation School Bell® 
Helping Children in Need Succeed 

	  

Assistance League® of Indianapolis is a non-profit, all-volunteer organization committed to serving the needs 
of children and adults through ongoing philanthropic programs developed and managed by its members. 
Assistance League welcomes all who share the commitment to volunteerism, regardless of race, religion, 
ethnicity, economic status, physical ability or other diverse circumstances. Assistance League of Indianapolis is a 
chapter of National Assistance League® and is a nonpolitical, nonsectarian organization, tax-exempt under 
section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Caring and Commitment in Action 
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Other philanthropic programs of Assistance League® of Indianapolis 

 
Shoes: A Division of Operation School Bell® –  

Standing tall in new shoes 
Imagine trying to focus on schoolwork with the distraction of shoes that fit poorly or are falling 
apart. The Shoes Division provides new athletic shoes and socks to disadvantaged elementary 
and middle school students from six Marion County, Indiana, school districts. Since its inception 
the program has provided new shoes to over 34,000 elementary school children attending IPS 
and the MSD of Lawrence, Pike, Warren, Washington and Wayne. 
 

Beyond The Bell: A Division of Operation School Bell® –  
Keeping students in the classroom 

Following two years as a trial program, Beyond The Bell became a permanent program in 
February 2014.  It provides an inventory of uniform pants and shirts, underwear, socks and belts 
to all IPS elementary schools.  School personnel distribute items on an immediate needs basis.  
Most recipients are homeless, displaced, or new to the school. During the 2014-15 school year 
it is projected that over 2,000 underserved children will benefit from this program. 
 

ALI Friends - Offering friendship and cheer 
The ALI Friends program currently serves Joy’s House, a not-for-profit adult day care center, 
and North Capitol Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.  Assistance League members offer 
companionship and caring to these clients through a variety of activities, including art projects 
and games such as Bingo. ALI Friends also provides monthly birthday parties and presents, and 
holiday gifts for each client. 
 

Assault Survivor Kits® - Easing the trauma of violence 
Since 1994, Assistance League® of Indianapolis has supplied nearly 11,800 clothing kits and 
17,000 undergarments for domestic violence, rape and assault. An assault victim’s clothing is 
usually retained for evidence in a criminal investigation and many victims have no one to call to 
bring fresh clothing. Not only do the Assault Survivor Kits provide something to wear, they also 
show that others care about the victim’s plight. 
 

ALI Bears – Providing comfort through hugs 
Since 1987, over 17,000 ALI Bears have provided comfort to children and adults in emotional or 
physical pain. The loss of a family member or coping with a terrible disease is traumatizing. ALI 
Bears have played a key role in helping young children, teens, and adults through the grieving 
process and during grueling, lonely treatments by filling their empty arms with a friend to hug, 
care for, and love. 
 

	   	   	  


